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on Hudson's Bay, learned that an English vessel was
at Carleston island, where the ice had caught it, and
compelled it to pass the winter there; and he sent 5
men to obtain information about it. Two fell ill,
and retraced their steps. The 3 others perceived a
cabin, and went to it without taking any precau-
tions; they found there 5 englishmen, who received
them very well. On the following day they were
told that they must go to the vessel, which was half
a league away; and they were taken thither with
their weapons in their hands. They were at once put
in the hold, and, finding how stupid they had been,
they resolved that the 1st who might find an oppor-
tunity of escaping should not fail to take advantage
of it, to go to give notice of their misfortune, and
of the small number of Englishmen in the vessel.
It was a bark of only 20 tons, that had come in the
autumn from Port Nelson. One of them escaped
toward the end of March, and made his way over the
ice to the fort, where the resolution was at once
taken to capture the english bark. Meanwhile, the
ice began to break up; and the english set to work to
launch their vessel. They compelled the french to
help them, but without watching them as closely as
they did before their Captain’s death; he had
been drowned, while hunting in a bark canoe. The
french took advantage of the liberty given them;
and, seeing only 3 englishmen in the bark,—for
the master was on shore,—and that these 3 sailors
were engaged in setting up the rigging, one of them
seized an axe lying on the deck, and killed two of
the sailors. It was not hard to overpower the third,
who was the cook. The two frenchmen, having
become masters of the bark, cut the hawser holding



